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Biographies

Farida Abdullaeva completed her B.Sc. studies in 2006 on natural science at the Urgench State University, Uzbekistan.
Staring 2004, Farida started working as a lab and field assistant of ZEF/UNESCO international project. In 2008, she
successfully finalized her M.Sc. thesis. Mrs. Abdullaeva works as project assistant for ZEF/UNESCO project in Khorezm
region of Uzbekistan. Email: farida@zef.uzpak.uz

Iskandar Abdullayev holds PhD on water management. He worked as assistant of Professor at Tashkent Institute of
Irrigation until 1999. In 1999, Dr. Abdullayev with group of water professionals has formed Association of Uzbekistan
for Sustainable Water Resources Management-Suvchi- professional unit of the educators, researchers and practitioners
on water resources management. For 2001-2007, he worked as a researcher at the International Water Management
Institute. Since April 2007, Dr. Abdullayev is working as Senior Researcher in the Center for Development Research
(ZEF), Bonn, Germany. Email: i.abdullaev@uni-bonn.de

Victor Dukhovny is a Civil Engineer in Land Reclamation and Drainage. Professor Dukhovny, Doctor of Science in
Water Economics, is acting as the Director of Scientific-Information Center of the Interstate Commission for Water
Coordination in Central Asia. Vice-President of ICID, member of Board of Directors of IWRA and Board of the World
Water Council. Email: dukh@icwe-aral.uz

Bjorn Guterstam is Network Officer for Central Eastern Europe, Central Asia & Caucasus and China at Global Water
Partnership Secretariat, Stockholm. Bjérm’s Ph.D. is in Marine Ecology from the Institute of Marine Sciences, University
of Kiel, Germany. He has been a scientist and teacher on Baltic Sea environmental issues for 25 years. Within the science
of Ecological Engineering he developed and demonstrated a concept to manage wastewater as a resource. Bjorn is Swedish
and has been Chair of Swedish Friends of the Earth and the Coalition for a Clean Baltic, and is a board member of the
International Ecological Engineering Society and the Swedish Aral Sea Society. Email: bjorn.guterstam@gwpforum.org

Stuart Horsman is a research analyst at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. He previously taught at the University
of Bradford and University of Sheffield. He has published widely on Central Asian affairs. His publications include “The
Politics of Mountain Toponyms in the Pamirs” Area, Vol. 38, No 3, 2006; “An all-encompassing definition of Terrorism:
Central Asian governments’ portrayals of the IMU and Hizb ut-Tahrir” The Third World Quarterly, Vol. 26, No 1, 2005;
“Uzbekistan’s involvement in the Tajik Civil War 1992-97: domestic considerations”, Central Asian Survey, 18(1), 1999,
p. 37-48. Email: stuart.horsman@fco.gov.uk

Kati Kangur is a PhD candidate at King’s College London since October 2006. Her studies focus on the implementation
of EU environmental health directives in new EU member states. Her previous work in an NGO, Peipsi Centre for
Transboundary Cooperation and in the Estonian University of Life Sciences involved implementation of IWRM
principles in Baltic States and Central Asia. Email: Kati. Kangur@kcl.ac.uk

John Lamers studied agronomy and plant nutrition in The Netherlands and holds a Ph.D in agro-economics from
Hohenheim-University, Germany. More than 20 years of professional experience in long-term and short-term missions
as rescarcher, government advisor, development worker and consultant. At present project coordinator of the ZEF/
UNESCO project in Uzbekistan. Email: j.lamers@zef.uzpak.uz

Bo Libert, the UNECE Regional Adviser on Environment, has previously held various positions in research, government
and management, including with the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency and the OECD. Dr Libert, a Swedish
citizen, has published various publications in the agricultural and environmental fields including a monography on
agriculture and the environment in the former Soviet Union. Email: bo.libert@unece.org

Nazir Mirzaev is a Civil Engineer in Hydro Construction, Candidate of Science in Land Reclamation and Drainage.
Dr. Mirzaev is acting as Senior Research Worker of SANIIRI and Regional Coordinator of the Project Component
“Integrated Water Resources Management in Fergana Valley” executed in association with IWMI (Tashkent Office)
under financial support from Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation. Email: nazir m@icwe-aral.uz
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Fatima Nurmetova obtained B.Sc. on agronomy from Urgench State University. She completed practical work at
Weihenstephan University in Germany in 2007-2008. Mrs. Nurmetova is conducting MSc research on farmer’s
perceptions in irrigation systems of Khorezm region, Uzbekistan within scope of ZEF/UNESCO project at present.
Email: fotimal984@mail.ru

Miina Porkka is a master’s student in Water and Environmental Engineering at Helsinki University of Technology. She
is interested in water resources management, impact assessment and interactions between water and social issues.

Email: mporkka@cc.hut.i

Muhammad Mizanur Rahaman is a researcher at the Water and Development Research Group, Helsinki University of
Technology. His research interests are integrated water resources management, transboundary river basin management,
global water policies and water treaties. He is currently serving as an editorial board member of Water International and
International Journal of Sustainable Society. Email: mizanur.rahaman@hut.fi, muhammadmizanur@gmail.com

Suvi Sojamo is a master’s student at the University of Helsinki in the major of Environmental Science and Policy. This
paper is a part of her Bachelor’s thesis on transboundary water conflicts and cooperation. Email: suvi.sojamo@helsinki.fi

Vadim Sokolov is a Civil Engineer in Hydro Construction, Candidate of Science in Hydrology. He is acting as Deputy
Director of Scientific-Information Center of the Interstate Commission for Water Coordination in Central Asia. At the
same time, Dr. Sokolov is the Co-Manager of the Project “Integrated Water Resources Management in Fergana Valley”
executed in association with IWMI (Tashkent Office) under financial support from Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation. Also he is the Regional Coordinator of the Global Water Partnership for Central Asia and Caucasus (GWP
CACENA). He is a member of International Water Resources Association. Email: vadim@icwc-aral.uz

Rachel Strickman is studying towards a master’s in Plant Biology at the University of Helsinki. She is interested in
ecosystem restoration and other practical applications of plant ecology. Email: rachel.strickman@helsinki.fi

Pertti Vakkilainen is Professor of Hydrology and Water Resources Management at Helsinki University of Technology,
Finland. He is one of the pioneers of IWRM practice in Finland, being actively involved in integrated planning processes
since 1970s. Email: pertti.vakkilainen@hut.h

Olli Varis is a Professor at Helsinki University of Technology, Finland. He has a broad and interdisciplinary experience on
water, environment and development research and consultation. He is currently the Vice President of International Water
Resources Association. He is the author of 330 scientific papers. His research concentrates on environmental and social
impacts of water policies and integrated water resources management in developing countries. Email: olli.varis@hut.fi

Manijeh Mahmoudzadeh Varzi pursued her primary studies in irrigation in Sari Faculty of Agriculture in Iran. Then she
studied for her master’s degree in international land and water management in Wageningen University, the Netherlands,
where she became familiarized with both concepts of IWRM and institutional aspects of water management. Her work
experience relates to irrigation system design. Email: m.mahmoudzadeh@gmail.com, manijeh.mahmoudzadeh@wur.nl

Kai Wegerich is an Assistant Professor at Wageningen University. He previously worked as a researcher for the Centre for
Development Research [ZEF] and as a development worker for the German Development Service [DED] in Khorezm/
Uzbekistan. His research interests are social and political aspects of water management in Central Asia. He conducted
fieldwork in Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Afghanistan. Email: wegerich@yahoo.com, kai.wegerich@wur.nl



